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I n the Descript ion 

Plcaac add the following paragraph between piir4grapli [0019] »nH paragraph 

[0020]: 

. [0019A1 As Shown in FIGS. 4 and 8, each curved stop end 30 aclf-cvidcntly has 
a bulbous shape whereby distal end 36 lape.rR into proximal end 35 Of 8Qid curved stop 
end 30 in a manner that blends <hB cniiie cui-vcd stop end 30 together to ciente a more 
aefithetic top surface 33, incnwHKs ihc luial available surface area tor decoration on the 
curved top swface 33 uf said curved stop end 30 and eliminates sharp edges in an area 
where shoelaces and clothing can get entanglcd.- 
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REMARKS 

Bi responses to the examiner's rejeciion of the cl aims. indcpCBKlMt Claim 9 has 
been amended to recite explicitly the arivaniages not taught by the prior nrt The 
jjesciiption has. been anjemlei] lo terJtc in words what is obvioii* from the drawing 
figures 4 and 8. 

m this art, ills an advantage to be able to decorote aesthetically. Al(houg)j 
Collins teaches one. Klcnmnt of the device having o smooth top sofface it does not icach 
the oitiie lop smfacc being smooth, which the present invention does. 

Hus creates abetter ovCTOll aesthetic appearance, provides much jrcater surface 
area tor decoration and eliminates sharp edges in the area of doduog. 

Tn sum. based on the above as well as the argumenis iiresenied in the previous 
ainendment, it is icspectfoUy Bubmitied *at the suggested prior art should not be 
combined but even if it is comWned it does not disclnse enough to form a basis for 

rejection ot the claims. 

Since aU of the foregoing amenthnniLs are understood to place the appHcatioa in 
condition for allowance, dieir eniry is siihniitted to be appropriate and is respectfuUy 
requested- 

R is respectftilly suhmiucd that claims 9, 10. 11, 13, 14, 17 distinguish over die 
prior an and shuuld be ollnwed. 

Accompanying this Amendment is d credit cafd payment form (PTO-2038) 
authorizing payjneiii of an additional $525 for a Response Withm Tliiid MnnA. 
Daied: June 27. 2006 R«sp«5tfolly subnillted. 
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Steven Horowitz, Attorney for Applit:ant 

RegiBtrsEtion No. 31,768 

295 Madison Avenue, Suite 700 

New York, NY 10017 

(212) 867-6800 
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